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RELEVANT GREEK LEGISLATION 

 
European Convention on Human Rights 

 
Article 8 – Right to respect for private and family life 

1. Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his 
correspondence. 

2. There shall be no interference by a public authority with the exercise of this right except 
from cases such as in accordance with the law and it is necessary in a democratic society 
in the interests of national security, public safety or the economic well-being of the country, 
for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the 
protection of the rights and freedoms of others.  

 

GREEK CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

Article 212 CCP1 – Professional secrecy of witnesses  

 The procedure is invalidated if the following are heard during the pre-trial or main 
proceedings: a) clerics on what they have learned from a confession; b) the attorneys, the 
technical counselors judge according to their conscience whether and to what extent they 
should testify about anything they learned in the exercise of their function c) doctors, 
pharmacists and midwives about what they have been confidently informed about in the 
exercise of their profession, except for cases where the law specifically obliges them to 
announce it at the beginning. 

The prohibition referred to in paragraph 1 (a), (b) and (c) shall apply even if the persons to 
whom it relates are relieved from the obligation to observe professional secrecy on the part 
of the person entrusted with it. 

 

Article 399 CCP – Who are not heard as witnesses 

The following are not heard as witnesses: 1) the clergy for what they learned in confession 
2) the physicians …  

 

Article 400 CCP – Who can be dismissed from testimony  

The following are not heard when summoned as witnesses: 

1) clergy, lawyers, notaries, doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives, their assistants, as 
well as the consultants of the parties for the facts which they have been entrusted with or 
found in the exercise of their profession for which they have a duty of confidentiality unless 
the person who trusted them and the person concerned with issues of confidentiality allows 
it 

                                                            
1 Greek Code of Civil Procedure 



2) civil servants .... unless the competent Minister authorizes ... 

 

 

GREEK PENAL CODE 

Article 371 Penal Code2 - Breach of professional secrecy  

The clergy, lawyers and any legal practitioners, notaries, doctors, midwives, nurses, 
pharmacists and others who are usually trusted by virtue of their profession or their status, 
with private confidential information as well as their assistants are punished with a fine or 
imprisonment of up to one year if they reveal private confidential information with which 
they have been trusted or which they have learned because of their profession or their 
status. 

Any person who, following the death of ... is in possession of documents or memos of the 
deceased in connection with the exercise of his profession or his status and discloses 
private secrecy shall be similarly punished.  

 The act is not unjust and remains unpunished if the person responsible for the offense 
acted in performance of his duty or in the preservation of a legitimate or ... justified essential 
public interest or of himself or another, which could not otherwise be preserved. 

 

 

  

                                                            
2 Greek Penal Code 



 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PART 

 

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA 
PROTECTION 

 

  



 

PRACTICE ΟΝ ΤΗΕ FIRST PART 
The accused was loving and caring his wife, who had cancer in blaster and has 
been operated twice. In 2000 there was a metastase of the tumor in her lymph 
node and bones leading her to great suffering and a permanent lying in bed. 
Τhis fact caused distress to the accused husband, who was remembering “her 
cries penetrating his skull”. She begged him to kill her and insisted on her 
demand for several days. He was taking drugs to relax and sleep, though he 
could not give away the thoughts of their bad ending because of their 
worsening health. In 14.3.2001 he drugged her from the throat to his bedroom 
in order to kill her and himself. He closed all doors and windows and left the gas 
open. He took some drugs and drunk alcohol waiting for the death to come. 
You are the lawyer of the accused husband who has – in contrary to his wife – 
survived. You know there is a necropsy of the dead wife and you are trying to 
collect any possible evidence for your case. In which authority you should refer 
to have access a) to her SMS, if the National Telecommunication Company, 
which is the service provider of the wife’s handy, and b) to her necropsy, if the 
public hospital and her relatives wants to exclude you from the information 
about her death? [Adaptation of the Greek Case First Instance Criminal Court 
of Athens 530/2001 ] 

 

ANSWER 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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EVALUATION 
Α. Make a tick on the right answer 

1. The SMS are of great evidencial importance as the …  proves. 

a. Tarasoff Case       b. Michelle Carter  c. Jack Kevorkian Case . d. Evans Case  

 

2. Ιn a case of Euthanasia or Assisted Suicide, we always need:  

a.The death certification                                                                    b. The forensic opinion  

c. Medical records of the patient                                                            d. All of the previous      

 

3. The breach of a physician’s confidentiality : 

a.Is a crime                                                                              b. Is punished from Medical 

          Associations                      

 c. Raises civil liability and compensation rights                          d. All of the previous       

 

4. E-mails, which the physician has exchanged with his patient before the euthanasia 
of the latter, are protected as: 

a. Confidential                       b. Personal Data ………………….                     

c. Sensible Personal Data    d. The correct answer can be one of the already mentioned   

 

B.Match the right ones:  

1. Murder case 

Α. Suicide Accomplice    2. Can be committed only by a physician 

      3. Is foreseen in the Code of Ethics 

      4. Ending by himself the life of a patient  

B. Euthanasia     5. Helping somebody else to end his life 

      6. Is foreseen in the Penal Code 

      7. Can be committed from everyone 

 

…. ….     ….. …..    …. ….    …… …..        …… …..     …… …..       ….. ….        



 

C. Fulfill the blanks:  

 

 

  

Lifting of Confidentiality

B................................
....................................

A. ..............................
A matter of data protection 

and confidentiality 
(Prosecutor and DPA)



 

 

 

SECOND PART 

 

 

 

CASE STUDIES: EUTHANASIA AND 
CONFIDENTIALITY 

 

  



 

PRACTICE ΟΝ ΤΗΕ SECOND PART 
The accused was having a child with psychiatric illness who was hospitalized 
more than 10 times in a Greek private psychiatric clinic. The father had 
excessive love and devotion to his son, although the latter was insulting and 
blackmailing his father demanding form him with persistence to kill him in order 
to “salvage him from this torture”. He was characteristically demanding from 
his relatives and physicians drugs to end his life or alternatively to kill him and 
“open a grave for him and themselves”. After 6 years of caring him at home the 
father took a knife and stab his son three times on the chest when he was 
sleeping on his room. Right afterwards he tried unsuccessfully to kill himself. He 
was psychically exhausted to make another killing. The case should be focused 
to the question, if he did the homicide as a reaction to the fear for his life, 
provoked from the blackmailing of his son, or if that was a result of mercy to his 
son and his persisting demand to kill him. In the last case the punishment 
toward the article 300 of Greek Penal Code (homicide on demand) is much 
lower. You are the physician of the patient und you were prescribing the drugs 
for him. The accused demands from you the medical records of his son and a 
certification about the duration of the therapy and the grade of psychiatric 
illness and specifically to characterize the disease of the victim as curable or 
incurable. The latter one is very important for the application of the favorable 
for the accused article 300 of Greek Penal Code. Do you have the right to breach 
your confidentiality? If the answer is positive give also the reason and legal 
framework for your decision. 

[Adaptation of the Greek Case First Instance Criminal Court of Chios 6/1986 ] 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



Α. Make a tick on the right answer: 

1. The autonomy of the patient is based on… 

        a. The Oath of Hippocrates                                  b. Adam Smith΄s Theory                         

        c. Principles of Bioethics                                          d. b and c                                 

2. An exception of confidentiality is foreseen when:  

        a. The interest of the physician is at risk      b. The interest of the patient is at risks  

c. The interest of a third person                         d. All of the previous                               
or a public interest is at risk                                                

3. Why there should be a lifting of confidentiality in Tarsoff v. Regents Hospital of 
California case? 

a. Because of the private interest                           b. For public interest reasons                     

of Tatiana Tarasoff                                          

        c.   For the sake of physicians                          d. For the sake of the patient                  

4. What do they have Euthanasia, Abortion and Confidentiality in common? 

        a. Τhey are referring to private 

             interests                            

        b. They are all referring to public          

interest issues                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

c. They are all referring to the beginning 

and the end of life                                                             

d. All of the previous answers                                                                                                 

 

B. Match the right ones:  

1. Tarasoff v. Regents Hospital of California 

Α. Confidentiality    2. Haas v. Switzerland  

      3. Pretty v. UK 

B. Euthanasia    4. Roe v. Wade  

                    5. R v. Director of Public Prosecutors 

C. Abortion                                                          6. People v. Jack Kevorkian 

      7. Gross v. Switzerland 

D. Assisted Suicide   

…….. ………. ………. ………. ………. ………. ………. 

 


